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of my Poor abilities, to arrange this work under different
heads, and entitled it " QANOON-E-ISLAM,* i. e. The Cus-
toms of the Moosulmans"

Although various Hindoostanee authors have occasion-
ally adverted to similar subjects, yet no work extant con-
tains so full an account of them as has been given here.

I have also included in it, local customs which have been
superadded to the laws prescribed by the sacred Qoran and
HuddeeS) observed by Moosulmans, in order that the libe-
ral-minded Englishman should not continue ignorant of, or
remain in the dark as to any rite or ceremony observed by
Moosulmans.

Although the author (who deems himself no wiser than
a teacher of the ABC) be somewhat acquainted with the
science of divinity (i.e. the knowledge of the interpretation
of the Qoran and the Huddees^ precepts of Mohumnmd),
as well as with law and medicine, he has confined himself
merely to a narration of the established and indispensable
customs commonly observed by Moosulmans in the Duk-
hun, and to an idiom of language calculated to be under-
stood by even the most illiterate.

Of him who can judge of the state of the pulse of the
pen (i. e. estimate the beauty of composition), and is like-
wise erudite, I have this request to make, that should he
observe any errors in it, he would kindly consign them to
oblivion, by erasing them with his quill.

author's wish, more particularly to shew the remarkable proneness of
this class of people to flattery. In their epistolary correspondence, as
well as in their intercourse with each other, they are equally lavish of
praise. , A somewhat similar specimen will likewise be found at the
conclusion of the work.
* More strictly " rules (canons) of the Mohummudan religion."